
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE 1842 September 27, 1995
to their delivery destinations. ‘‘We were badly
needed and sometimes flew two and three
planes in a day,’’ she recently remembered to
the Long Beach Press Telegram.

By 1943, Major London and the other ferry
pilots were pushed to their limits in response
to Allied demands for more planes in Europe.
She made four 2,000-mile trips delivering P–
47, P–51 and C–47 aircraft in less than a
week. This particular effort, combined with her
distinguished service, was cited when she was
awarded the Air Medal by General ‘‘Hap’’ Ar-
nold, commanding general of the U.S. Army
Air Force.

Married to Jack London, Jr. after the war,
she raised two daughters, Terry and Kristy,
each becoming pilots in their own right, and all
three women continuing to make contributions
to American aviation.

Mr. Speaker, the story of Barbara Erickson
London is one of many stories of American
heroism during the Second World War. But
her story is especially notable for her achieve-
ment and for her groundbreaking role as a
woman in our armed services.

On July 28 of this year, 60 of the women fli-
ers, including Barbara Erickson London, were
reunited in Long Beach as part of the Free-
dom Flight America celebration of the war’s
end. That cross-country armada of vintage
military aircraft was designed as an event
never to be repeated so to honor the courage
and sacrifices made 50 and more years ago.

Mr. Speaker, Barbara Erickson London was
one of those Americans who helped us to win
that global conflict 50 years ago. I ask you
and our colleagues to join with me in saluting
her on this anniversary of war’s end, and to
wish her and her family the continued appre-
ciation of a grateful Nation.
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to call to

the attention of my colleagues the silencing of
another powerful Russian voice: that of Alek-
sandr Solzhenitsyn, viewed by many as the
national conscience of Russia. My colleagues
may have heard the report by Anne Garrells
yesterday morning on National Public Radio.

The Nobel Laureate and world-renowned
author was given a hero’s welcome last year
after his return to Russia from long years of
exile in the United States. Since then he has
shared with Russian television audiences his
strong views on the course of Russia’s post-
cold war development, often voicing sharp crit-
icism of government actions. ORT, the largest
Russian television network and the only chan-
nel to reach the entire area of Russia and the
former Soviet Union, recently announced that
it had dropped Solzhenitsyn from its fall line-
up.

ORT claims it canceled Solzhenitsyn’s show
due to low ratings, but Solzhenitsyn’s support-
ers believe it is actually a case of censorship.
They assert that with the approach of par-
liamentary elections in December, the Russian
Government wanted an end to the weekly
drubbing it has been receiving from Sol-
zhenitsyn.

The reasons for the show’s cancellation
may be debatable, but there is a pattern of re-
curring government interference with inde-
pendent media and government efforts to in-
timidate the media in general that make the
cancellation worrisome. In House Concurrent
Resolution 95, legislation introduced by Rep-
resentative GILMAN and myself, we draw atten-
tion to several incidents that raise serious
questions about freedom of the press in Rus-
sia, including: The Russian Prosecutor Gen-
eral’s filing of criminal charges against a satiri-
cal show that pokes fun at public figures, the
Russian Government’s failure to solve the
murders of television journalist Vladimir
Listeyev and reporter Dmitri Kholodov, and the
possible involvement of Presidential security
forces in the assault on the offices of the
MOST Group, which owns independent tele-
vision station NTV.

The development of a democratic Russia is
very much in our national interest, and nothing
is more crucial to the maintenance of a plural-
istic society than a free and unfettered press.
I am deeply concerned that the Russian Gov-
ernment may be trying to restrict, through tac-
tics of censorship and intimidation, including
bodily harm, the right of individual journalists
to report objectively on domestic and foreign
news and the right of private entrepreneurs to
establish, operate, and maintain independent
media outlets.

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I urge my col-
leagues in the legislative branch and officials
in the executive branch to raise the United
States commitment to freedom of the press
with Russian Government leaders at every op-
portunity.
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Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

call the attention of my colleagues to a most
significant event taking place in Monroe, MI.
The year 1995 marks the 150th anniversary of
the founding of a congregation of extraor-
dinary women devoted to the service of God,
their community, their nation, and the world.

The Sisters, Servants of the Immaculate
Heart of Mary congregation was established in
Monroe in 1845 to meet a pressing need for
Christian instruction in a parish that was ma-
turing quickly, but was not far removed from
its frontier past.

The zeal and enthusiasm of Rev. Louis
Florent Gillett, a Redemptorist missionary,
drew the first three members of the commu-
nity, Marie Theresa Maxis, Charlotte Shaff,
and Theresa Renaud. Their first convent was
a log cabin on the banks of the River Raisin.
The early days were difficult, as poverty and
disease sapped the congregation. The com-
munity grew in numbers nonetheless, and ex-
panded its educational works.

For this first century the congregation
served Catholic communities in and near the
dioceses of southern Michigan, especially the
Archdiocese of Detroit, by providing Catholic
education at all levels in local parochial
schools and in their own private schools and
college.

The people of Monroe benefited greatly over
the years by the presence of outstanding
schools operated by the IHM sisters. St.
Mary’s School, the first opened by the sisters,
provided the young women of Monroe and the
surrounding area the chance to get a first-rate
education. The Hall of Divine Child, a school
for boys, instilled discipline and curiosity in
generations of boys. I can vouch for the skill
and efficiency of the sisters myself, because I
attended this school.

Other schools founded and built by the IHM
sisters include Immaculata High School in De-
troit, Marian High School in Birmingham, MI,
and IHM High School in Westchester, IL,

In 1910 they established Marygrove Col-
lege, which was moved from Monroe to Detroit
in 1927. IHM sisters have also served in other
colleges and universities in the United States,
Canada, and throughout the world.

Over the past 50 years the IHM congrega-
tion has extended its reach, staffing schools in
Puerto Rico, and several Western and South-
ern States in the United States. While the ma-
jority of the sisters have devoted themselves
to education, some have committed them-
selves to religious education, parish ministry,
health care, social actions, and other forms of
service. A small group of sisters began serv-
ing among the poor in Latin America, the Car-
ibbean, Africa, and Asia. The sisters also are
vocal when it comes to local, national, and
international affairs. I can tell you that a week
seldom passes that I do not receive an articu-
late and thoughtful letter from one or another
of the sisters, effectively arguing a position on
legislation or national policy.

Mr. Speaker, I have great admiration for the
spirit, the determination, the devotion and the
faith displayed by the Sisters, Servants of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary. It is without res-
ervation that I commend this congregation to
my colleagues on the occasion of its 150th an-
niversary.
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Mr. HAMILTON. Mr. Speaker, I would like to

call my colleagues attention to a recent letter
I received from the American Academy of Di-
plomacy. The letter points out the importance
to U.S. national security of maintaining ade-
quate funding for the international affairs (150)
budget function.

Foreign aid is always a prime target in tight
budget times. I believe this is shortsighted.
Adequate levels of funding for sustainable de-
velopment, population, democracy, security,
rule of law, and other assistance should be
viewed as a valuable payment toward the na-
tional security of the United States. Stable de-
mocracies with thriving economies are less
likely to become destabilizing forces. They are
also more likely to become valuable trading
partners of the United States, which increases
jobs here at home.

We also need a strong diplomatic presence
abroad to advance the goals and objectives of
American policy. I would like to call my col-
leagues attention to the massive cuts in the
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appropriation for the Department of State and
other cuts in vital foreign policy programs
being proposed in the Senate. These cuts
could damage our standing in the world and
hurt our national security for years to come.

Readiness is not just an issue for our mili-
tary. Readiness is something we need to
maintain in our diplomatic corps as well. Diplo-
macy is the first line of defense for the United
States. If it fails because of inadequate fund-
ing, we will most likely be forced to increase
defense spending even more. That is being
penny-wise and pound-foolish. I urge my col-
leagues to support adequate funding for the
international affairs account and commend the
letter of the American Academy of Diplomacy
to your attention.
THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF DIPLOMACY,

Washington, DC, September 19, 1995.
Hon. LEE HAMILTON,
House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR LEE: Earlier this year, during Con-
gressional debate on authorization legisla-
tion for the FY 96 Function 150 Account, the
Academy wrote to express its concern over
funding then contemplated. We expressed our
belief that the cuts then being considered
risked endangering America’s capacity,
through diplomacy, to shape the world in
which our national interests will be at play
at a critical time of global change.

Today even larger cuts are being proposed
in appropriations bills for both the 150 Ac-
count and funding for the Department of
State and other foreign affairs agencies. We
believe it important to state once again our
concern that America’s capacity for leader-
ship and influence is being placed at risk at
a time when our national interests face
unique challenges as well as opportunities on
the global scene. I believe all members of
this Academy would concur in saying that
these cuts are excessive. They come very
near to undermining America’s diplomatic
readiness at a time when effective diplomacy
is a vital tool in pursuit of our national in-
terests in many regions of the world.

The membership of the American Academy
of Diplomacy includes more that a hundred
Americans who, while in government service,
either as career diplomats or as private citi-
zens, played leading roles in the formulation
and implementation of American foreign pol-
icy. The membership includes all living
former Secretaries of State. It represents
both sides of the political aisle. Our mem-
bers may disagree on the specifics of poli-
cies, but they speak with one voiced in be-
lieving that in today’s world a strong diplo-
matic arm, well funded, well staffed and
strategically placed throughout the world as
well as in Washington, is critical to a pros-
perous American state.

At a time of stringent budget limitations,
Academy members appreciate full well that
overall spending on behalf of our global in-
terests and the means to secure them must
be weighed against compelling needs else-
where. However, if the United States, which
today is engaged nationally in a manner that
touches on the smallest and most remote of
our communities, must have a sustainable,
flexible, long-term strategy to defend that
engagement. Such a defense takes people. It
takes funding. It requires understanding the
150 Account and the funding for State and
other foreign affairs agencies have a legiti-
mate and, indeed in today’s circumstances,
urgent claim on an appropriate portion of
our national resources. The cuts in appro-
priations now being proposed, in our belief,
directly contradict our national interest.

I ask that you share these views with your
colleagues.

Sincerely,
L. BRUCE LAINGEN,

President.
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Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, as we in
Washington tackle the difficult policy decisions
associated with reforming our Nation’s health
care system, we must not forget the people
who are most affected by our decisions, our
constituents who are in need of medical care.

One such person is JoAnn Huff of Albuquer-
que who is an 18-year cancer survivor who
has worked at the local, State, and Federal
level to help educate others about breast can-
cer. She was part of a team that worked for
passage of mandated mammogram legislation.
Ms. Huff has also been an active member of
the University of New Mexico Cancer Re-
search and Treatment Center and has raised
thousands of dollars when she served as the
center’s Walk-A-Thon chairperson.

We would all be a lot better off if there were
more JoAnn Huffs among us determined to
make a difference and willing to fight to over-
come whatever obstacles are thrown their
way. To better understand Ms. Huff and how
she succeeds, I urge my colleagues to read
the following commentary which appeared in
this month’s Club News, a publication of New
Mexico Sports & Wellness.

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT—JOANN HUFF

In no better way can one describe JoAnn
Huff, but as a trail blazer. This accomplished
and respected member of Highpoint Sports &
Wellness is nothing less than active. You can
always tell when she’s around by her warm
and hearty laugh.

Huff (who just turned 66) is a retired Albu-
querque teacher with a plethora of achieve-
ments. Her greatest feat is surviving breast
cancer. That traumatic victory has changed
and enlightened her life forever. ‘‘After
something like that,’’ she says, ‘‘you know
what is important and what is not. I am
happier than ever.’’

Swimming, a positive attitude, and a
healthy lifestyle have contributed to Joann’s
well being. ‘‘Swimming is what restored my
physical health after cancer,’’ she recalls.
‘‘We have never thought of physical activity
for cancer like we have for heart disease, but
I have always believed the principle is the
same.’’

Joann is frequently seen swimming in one
of the pools at Highpoint. In addition to
swimming, she has added weight machines,
cardio, and other forms of exercise into her
fitness routine. ‘‘It is the positive and
healthy atmosphere that the club and its
people project that I like,’’ says Joann.

Joann’s commitment to fitness of both
mind and body has improved her life. When
she is not out vacationing to places like
Alaska, the Arctic Circle, or Australia, she is
active in her community by participating in
events held by the KIWANIS Club, the Albu-
querque Convention & Visitors Board, and
the Mayor’s Open Space Advisory Board. She
also competes in the Senior Olympics on
both a state and national level.

Joann’s main passion still lies in being an
outspoken advocate for breast cancer re-
search. She says her goal is to see cancer

eradicated by the year 2000. She has been
doing everything possible to reach her goal.
She has been noted as a top fund raiser for
research. Joann is on the Board of Advisors
for the UNM Cancer Research Center, and
she is also an active participant in the Na-
tional Breast Cancer Coalition’s Project
L.E.A.D. (Leadership, Education, Advocacy,
Development). Joann is more than an accom-
plished and respect individual, she is an in-
spiration to all. She says she feels there is
nothing she cannot do, and she’s right!
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Mr. DAVIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to the Warner Baptist Church at Bai-
ley’s Crossroads, VA, which will be celebrating
its 75th anniversary from October 8, 1995,
through October 14, 1995.

The Warner Baptist Church, which is lo-
cated in northern Virginia, has a long, proud,
and colorful history. After being emancipated
in the 1800’s a group of families who had suf-
fered through many years of slavery traveled
on foot through swamps and wilderness carry-
ing their few belongings, and settled at Bai-
ley’s Crossroads, VA. One of the dreams and
major goals of this group was to erect a build-
ing dedicated to God where they could com-
mune together as a body and worship and
serve God.

In 1861, 1 acre of land was donated to the
citizens of Bailey’s Crossroads by Mr. B.H.
Warner, a white citizen of Washington, DC, for
the express purpose of erecting a school or
church. From 1881 to 1920, church services
were held under a small group of trees on the
land and in inclimate weather, services were
held in a store located on Columbia Pike. In
1919 ground was broken for the erection of a
church building and lumber was shipped by
freight train from a sawmill in Herndon, VA, to
Barcroft, VA, and was transported by horse
and wagon to the building site. After much
hard labor, the Warner Baptist Church, which
served the community as a place of worship
and an educational facility, was completed and
the cornerstone was laid on August 20, 1920.

In 1962 ground was broken, and the con-
struction of a new edifice adjacent to the 1920
building was begun. With most of the labor, in-
cluding masonry, being performed by mem-
bers of the church and volunteers from the
community, the present church building was
dedicated in November 1964. Since that time,
the church has prospered and presently pro-
vides services on the local, State, and inter-
national levels through it’s many ministries and
outreach programs.

Its current pastor, Matthew Pearson, has
been a civic leader in Fairfax County who was
instrumental in building the first shelter for the
homeless in the county.

Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues join me
in honoring the Warner Baptist Church for its
many contributions to its parishioners and its
surrounding community as it celebrates its
75th anniversary.
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